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Glossary of Terms

Aerosol Solid or liquid phase material (fine particulate matter) dis-
persed in a gas phase

BC Black Carbon; usually used for analyte of optical methods

BLPI Berner Low Pressure Impactor

BrC Brown Carbon; thermally refractory and weakly light ab-
sorbing component in biomass smoke

CAVI Cascade Virtual Impaction Surface Impactor

CCN Cloud Condensation Nuclei

DMA Differential Mobility Analyzer

DWOPS Dual Wavelength Optical Particle Spectrometer

EC Elemental Carbon; usually used for analyte of thermal 
methods

OC Organic Carbon, thermally volatile carbonaceous material

OPC Optical Particle Counter

PDMA Parallel Differential Mobility Analyzer

PM Particulate matter

PM10 Particulate matter smaller than 10 μm (aerodynamic) diam-
eter

PM2.5 Particulate matter smaller than 2.5 μm (aerodynamic) 
diameter

SMPS Scanning Mobility Particle Spectrometer

TSP Total suspended particles
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